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Abstract: Structured Query Language (SQL) is the standardized, widely used language for
relational database management systems as defined by American National Standard Institute
(ANSI). SQL is a modular type of language and has its own structure and syntax. Proc SQL , a
component of base SAS implements SQL for SAS systems. In working with datasets and analytic
tools, data cleaning is a necessary task and is an integral part of the process. Fortunately SAS
programming language has a lot of 'tools' such as data steps, p rocedures, and SAS macro
facilities. Thus the data analysis does not have to be 'garbage in and garbage out'. Proc SQL
provides a comprehensive set of commands for a variety of data related tasks. This paper will
focus on features of Proc SQL that could be used as an effective tool for investigating the data for
commonly occurring problems like duplication of data, inconsistencies in the reported information
with less coding.
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